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Challenge Project Reflection

During the first week I spent sometime working on my challenge Project, the first day Micaela and i planted cilantro seeds and it took us a few days to see them sprout, it was amazing. Our class as a whole also planted cilantro but they used a system called aeroponics which consists in a bucket full of water with little baskets on top which contain the seeds and the water is spread with a pump that distributes water evenly to the seeds.

 These were located outside of the garden ours were inside and I saw some slight changes. Our plants were taller (the plants that were inside) and the classroom’s were short. We found out that it was because the cilantro plants that were inside had less access to light so they are stretching to reach the light source. 
We also planted some plants , although they were already grown it was hard because transplanting is not that easy. If you leave empty space inside the pot in the soil the roots of the plants will die because they will dry up. It is really important that you put enough pressure so that the soil is really compact. We transplanted about 10 plants to larger pots. 

We also had to clean the garden each time we went outside because the leaves from the trees always fell, actually that was one of our biggest challenges although it does not seem like one it actually was. It was really hard to clean because first of all it was tiring, it took a lot of time wasted and another thing a lot of soil was lost because of it. 

Then I focused on transplanting my cilantro plants into larger pots because they were about to die. They didn’t have enough of soils to cover all the roots. Once they were in larger pots, they got taller greener stronger and prettier. 

We started cleaning, meaning getting rid of all the waste in the garden trash empty pots and weeds that we did not want there. Another struggle was the rain because when it rained we were not able to work outside. We lost a week of work time because of the rain. Then after the rain knew weeds were grown and it was really tiring to take every single one of them especially because I was the one doing it. 

I really liked this project because it was amazing to see plants grow, I am really passionate about gardening I really enjoy doing it and I am really patient about it, that is why I was able to face all the challenges. I think the garden came out great, you can really notice the difference it was a mess and know it is really clean and pretty. I think I am going to continue taking care of it when I have some free time because I wouldn’t like to see it become a mess again.

The only thing missing is to transplant the decorative plants into the ground because we had to wait till the thanksgiving break was over because there wasn’t enough time left. I am anxious to see how it looks once it is all done. I think it’s going to look wonderful with all the pretty plants. We chose plants that do not need a lot of water and that is good because the climate here is dry and because we are not going to need to water them during vacations and weekends.

In my opinion this was a great project, because we had the ability to do something we wanted and liked. I think doing something you like is great because you are doing it because it is your passion and not because the teacher I making you do it. I also liked that we were able do design our schedule, to work outside of school ours. I really enjoyed having environmental science for this semester 
